
 

 
 

 
P.O. Box 655  
Dromana VIC 3936 
peninsulapreservationgroup@gmail.com 

 

 
The Hon. Richard Wynne MP 
Minister for Planning 
Level 16, 8 Nicholson Street 
East Melbourne VIC 3002 

23rd May, 2018 
 
 
 
Dear Minister, 
 
Re: Objection to Hillview Quarries’ application to quarry at 121 and 115 Boundary Road, 

Dromana (on Arthurs Seat Escarpment). 
 
Peninsula Preservation Group (Mornington Peninsula environmental advocacy group of 65 
members) respectfully requests that you reject Hillview Quarries’ request for a statutory decision on 
its “Boundary Road Project.” The “project” interjects Arthurs Seat State Park – which is of high 
environmental, recreational and cultural significance - and on that basis alone, it should be firmly 
rejected from the outset. Mornington Peninsula’s parks and natural landscapes are integral to its 
prime tourist destination status. Arthurs Seat State Park is the most biodiverse park in the state and 
features a number of significant and threatened species of flora and fauna. Its integrity and viability 
must be preserved. 
 
The disused Pioneer quarry sits on site 121. It is degraded due to Hillview’s failure to comply with 
the maintenance and rehabilitation works stipulated in the (now expired) permit. It is also depleted 
of any viable granite reserves. The Mornington Peninsula Regional Waste Management Plan (1996) 
reports that “expansion of the (Pioneer quarry site, 121 Boundary Road) is not possible unless it is 
extended into the adjacent property to the south and east (site 115). An approval for expansion onto 
adjacent land (115) would be unlikely given its high visual exposure and bushland cover.”   
 
Hillview has deliberately obfuscated its real intentions (to mine at 115) by failing to distinguish 
between its two sites (121 and 115). Hillview is well aware of the conservation significance of site 
115. This site has near pristine vegetation and associated wildlife, including koalas. It is highly visible 
and forms a backdrop to the bay beaches. It has never been mined, nor had a planning permit. There 
has been considerable federal and state investment (through Green Army, Landcare and Port Phillip 
and Westernport Catchment Management Authority) to establish the biolink across the Mornington 
Peninsula (from Cape Schanck to Dunn’s Creek, via Arthur’s State Park), and site 115 forms an 
essential component of this biolink. This is reason enough to prevent its use for mining purposes.  
 
It is not the intention of this correspondence to provide an exhaustive list of the considerable 
environmental, social and economic damage that would ensue from mining. Rather we intend to 
state the obvious – that it is absurd to even contemplate mining at this location by any 
contemporary standards, not least its scenic location, the spectacular panoramic views across Port 
Phillip Bay, the environmental significance, and adverse social impacts. It is unjust that Hillview 
Quarries continues to hold the Mornington Peninsula’s precious natural assets to ransom to sustain 
its own prosperity at the expense of the wider community and future generations. It should not be 
allowed to avoid meeting the usual planning protocols.  We strongly urge the state government to 
take decisive action to end all further threats by acquiring this land for its rightful and long overdue 
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integration into the State Park. At the very least, Hillview’s application should be subject to a 
transparent planning permit process, including a full Environmental Effects Statement. 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
The Committee of Peninsula Preservation Group Inc. 
 
 
 


